
1. Double Major (within the College of Letters, Arts and Sciences) 
 
A double major allows the student to earn the same undergraduate degree, either a BA or BS 
degree, within the College of Letters, Arts and Sciences, with two separate majors.  Students 
who successfully complete requirements for both majors will receive one diploma with both 
majors noted on the diploma.  In the example below, the student has earned a BA degree, 
majoring in History and Biological Sciences.  (USC Catalogue 2001-2002, p. 67) 
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2. Combined Program 
 
A combined program is an organized set of requirements from two academic units, in a single 
undergraduate degree program, that combines two majors.  In the example below, the student 
graduated in the combined program, Biomedical and Mechanical Engineering.  (Catalogue, p. 
67) 
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3. Second Bachelor's Degree  
 
Students who earned their first bachelor's degree at USC must complete a minimum of 32 
additional units applicable to the second degree, beyond the number of units required for the first 
degree.  These additional units must be completed in residence.  Students who earned their first 
bachelors' degrees at another institution must complete a minimum of 64 units.  These additional 
units must be completed in residence.  In the example below, the first bachelor's degree was 
earned at USC on 05/06/94 and the second bachelor's degree on 12/16/97.  (Catalogue, p. 67) 
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 943    8.0    U4           Other                0.0     0.0      0.0       0.00    0.0      0.00 
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4. Dual Degrees 
 
A dual degree program joins two distinct graduate degree programs under a single, new 
program and POSt code.  (Applicants to dual degree programs must apply separately to each 
degree and be admitted to both programs.  After admission to both degree programs, the student 
is assigned the single, dual degree POSt code.)  Upon completion of the dual degree program, 
two degrees (and two diplomas) are awarded.  Both degrees in a dual degree program must be 
awarded with the same conferral date.  In the example below, the student earned an MS in 
Gerontology and an MPA degree, both conferred on 05/06/94.  (Catalogue, p. 67) 
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5. Accelerated Dual Degrees 
 
An accelerated dual degree program joins a bachelor's degree program and a master's degree 
program under a single, new program and POSt  code.  (Applicants to accelerated dual degree 
programs must initially meet department admission requirements but will not be held to 
Graduate School admission requirements, e.g., GRE.  However, all academic requirements of the 
Graduate School must be met.)  Upon completion of the accelerated dual degree program, two 
degrees (and two diplomas) are awarded.  Both degrees in an accelerated dual degree program 
must be awarded with same conferral date.  In the example below, the student earned a BS in 
Mathematics and an MA in Mathematics, both conferred on 05/11/2001.  (List of accelerated 
dual degrees appears in the Catalogue, p. 72.) 
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